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TOP 5 
ACHIEVEMENTS

1. RDA Illawarra recognised in Parliament in The Hon. Senator 
Concetta Fierravanti-Wells Adjournment Speech

2. RDA Illawarra strengthen connections in Canberra

3. Illawarra windfall in Federal Budget $275m for roads and energy 
largest in over a decade

4. 40% of City Deal Projects funded in 8 months ($352.2m)

5. Greater Sydney Commissioners visit Illawarra and Port



RDA Illawarra recognised in Parliament in 
The Hon. Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells Adjournment Speech

The RDA Illawarra Board and team were proud to 
be recognised by the Hon. Senator Concetta 
Fierravanti-Wells in her Adjournment Speech in 
Parliament on Tuesday 11 May for our commitment 
to the region. 

Our work on the Illawarra-Shoalhaven City Deal, 
Future of Work Project and Leadership Illawarra 
Program was profiled and commended in this 
speech.

Watch the video to learn about RDA Illawarra’s 
achievements and future initiatives, including 
growth of Port of Port Kembla opportunities here. The Hon. Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9Au6zfOgPo


RDA Illawarra strengthen connections in Canberra

RDA Illawarra Chair Eddy De Gabriele, Deputy Chair Joanna 
Kubota and CEO Debra Murphy attended the RDA 2021 National 
Forum in Canberra on 15 - 17 June and had the opportunity to 
connect with politicians in Parliament House including The Hon. 
Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, Stephen Jones, the Hon. 
Michael McCormack, the Hon. Barnaby Joyce and the Hon. Nola 
Marino.

The National Forum, hosted by The Hon. Nola Marino MP, 
Assistant Minister for Regional Development and Territories, 
provided an opportunity for RDAs from across Australia to 
strengthen connections, network and learn from experts in the 
field of regional economic development. 

This year’s theme was Growing Stronger Regions together with 
sessions that focused on regionalisation, the role of 
infrastructure and financing, growing economic futures and 
vertical integrated policy-making.

Clockwise from top left: Stephen 
Jones meets with RDA Illawarra, 
Michael McCormack & Nola Marino 
meet with RDA Illawarra, Barnaby 
Joyce meets with RDA Illawarra, 
Rachel Bacon meets with RDA 
Illawarra, Concetta Fierravanti-Wells 
meets with RDA Illawarra

https://www.rda.gov.au/national-forum


Illawarra windfall in Federal Budget 
$275m for roads and energy largest in over a decade



40% of City Deal Projects funded in 8 months ($352.2m)

There were some great wins this quarter for 
the Illawarra-Shoalhaven City Deal 
Collaborative, demonstrating our 
achievements from working together for 
the regions.

Picton Road and Mt Ousley Interchange 
comprise a major transport connection 
between the region and rapidly expanding 
Western Sydney.  The provision of $344M 
for these projects is a welcome funding 
injection from the NSW and Australian 
Governments.

https://www.rdaillawarraskilledmigration.com.au/visa-subclass-494


Greater Sydney Commissioners visit Illawarra and Port

On 4 June, RDA Illawarra were pleased to host 
Greater Sydney Commission representatives Liz Dibbs 
(Western City District Commissioner), Jackie Taranto 
(Economic Commissioner) and Elizabeth Mildwater
(CEO) for a tour of the Port of Port Kembla, 
BlueScope and surrounding industrial land areas. RDA 
Illawarra Board members Mark Roberts, Joanna 
Kubota and Linda Davis also attended the visit.

A briefing and discussion with the Greater Sydney 
Commission and Illawarra stakeholders, including 
Cardno, centred on the activation of the Port of Port 
Kembla Precinct, the Illawarra-Shoalhaven City Deal 
and the Southern Container Intermodal Rail Terminal.  

We look forward to continuing to interact with the 
Greater Sydney Commission on connectivity between 
the Illawarra and Western Sydney.

https://www.rdaillawarra.com.au/wollongong-city-deal-collaborative/


RDA Illawarra Board
More information on the RDA Illawarra Board members 
can be found here.

If you have any feedback or insights, please contact us here:
email: admin@rdaillawarra.com.au
phone: 02 4258 3610
website: www.rdaillawarra.com.au

Linda Davis (Director Planning and Environment, Wollongong Council), Jessica De Angelis (Executive Officer–
Illawarra Shoalhaven Local Health District), Eddy De Gabriele (Self Employed), Greg Doyle (General Manager –
Wollongong City Council), Joanna Kubota (Executive Director – Western Parkland Councils), Trish McClure
(Senior Manager Infrastructure, Strategy and Planning– WCC), Carey McIntyre (Chief Executive Officer –
Shellharbour City Council), Craig Osborne (Managing Partner – RMB Lawyers), Mark Roberts (Senior Manager 
Strategic Projects – UOW), Daniel Rowan (Managing Director – Internetrix), Mark Sleigh (General Manager –
Destination Wollongong), Nicky Sloan (CEO – Community Industry Group), Milco Stojanoski (Manager 
Slabmaking, Australian Steel Products – BlueScope), Paul Wellings CBE (Emeritus Professor, UOW).

http://www.rdaillawarra.com.au/about-us/the-board/
mailto:admin@rdaillawarra.com.au
http://www.rdaillawarra.com.au/
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